
Auniqueopportunityforselectedruralandregionalleaderstoundertakeaprogramofpersonalgrowthanddevelop

theskills,knowledgeandnetworksneededtobeeffectiveinregional,state,nationalandinternationalarenas.

Comprisingprofessionalandpersonalleadershipskillsdevelopment,examinationofkeynationalandinternational

issuesandinteractionwithleadersingovernment,industryandthecommunity.

SylviaAdmans
BendigoVIC

Sponsor:NewsLimited,
RuralWomen’sScholarship

SylviaistheCEOforthe
FoundationforRural&
RegionalRenewal(FRRR),
auniquephilanthropic
organisationwhosefocus
isbenefitingruraland
regionalcommunities
throughpartnershipswith
business,governmentsand
philanthropy.

SylviaholdsaBachelorof
Arts,GraduateDiplomaof
LibrarianshipandGraduate
DiplomaofExecutive
BusinessAdministration.
Sylviaisamemberofthe
FederalRegionalWomen’s
AdvisoryCouncilanda
councilmemberofthe
BendigoRegionalInstitute
ofTAFE.

NeilFerguson
PerthWA

Sponsor:AustralianPork
Limited,PorkLeader
Scholarship

NeilistheGeneralManager
ofWESTPORK,thelargest
commercialpigenterprise
inWesternAustralia.The
operationencompasses
intensive,semi-intensive
andfreerangeproduction
facilities.

NeilisdelegatetoAustralia
PorkLimited,amember
ofPorkTraining–WA,
WestAustralianPork
ProducersAssociationand
TheAgriculturalProduce
Commission.Heholds
aBachelorofBusiness
(Agriculture).
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JenniferAlexander
BendigoVIC

Sponsor:DAFF,Natural
ResourceManagement
Scholarship

JennyisCatchment
ManagerattheNorth
CentralCatchment
ManagementAuthority,
anaturalresource
managementorganisation
thatreflectsthe
expectationsandpriorities
ofthecommunity.She
hasapassionforthe
Australianenvironmentand
iscommittedtoworking
withindustrygroups,
governmentagenciesand
communitiestoincrease
sustainability.

JennyholdsaBachelor
ofSciencedegreewith
HonoursinEcology.

GilesButler
Tamworth,NSW

Sponsor:NSWDepartment
ofAgriculture,
DepartmentalScholarship

GilesisaResearch
AgronomistwithNSW
DepartmentofPrimary
Industriesbasedin
Tamworth.Hisresearch
isfocusedonidentifying
farmingsystem
solutionsthatimprove
theprofitabilityand
sustainabilityofagriculture
inCentralandNorthern
NSW.Gilescontributes
toarangeoffarming
system,barleyandresearch
advisorycommittees.

GileshasaBachelorof
RuralScienceandaPost
GraduateDiplomain
FinancialManagement.

DavidCapel
LongreachQLD

Sponsor:TelstraCountry
Wide/NationalFarmers
Federation,NFFFarm
OrganisationsLeader
Scholarship

Davidmanagesandjointly
ownsasheepandcattle
producingenterprisein
WesternQueensland.He
isinvolvedinagri-politics
andisaStateCouncillor
ofAgForceandisVice
PresidentoftheAgForce
SheepandWoolBoard.
DavidhasbeenAgForce’s
representativetoNFF’s
EnvironmentCommittee.
DavidisaBoardmember
oftheLongreachPastoral
College.HehasaBachelor
ofFinancialAdministration
andaMastersof
BusinessAdministration
(Agribusiness).

TimCollins
CarmelWA

Sponsor:CooperativeBulk
Handling,CooperativeBulk
Handling

Timhasworkedin
agricultureforcloseto
tenyearshavingactedas
GeneralManagerLogistics
fortheRicegrowers
Cooperativefrom1996-
2000andmorerecently
performingsenior
managementforCBHLtd
inWA.Heispresently
theGeneralManagerof
BulkwestLogistics,awholly
ownedsubsidiaryofCBH
Ltd.Timisagraduateof
theRoyalMilitaryCollege
(Duntroon)inCanberra,
hasaBachelorofBusiness
inTransportEconomics
andLogisticsfromRMIT
andaMasterofBusiness
Administrationfrom
SouthernCrossUniversity.

TomCollins
FortitudeValleyQLD

Sponsor:TheHarvest
Company/Horticulture
Australia,Horticulture
LeadersScholarship

Tomrunsnewbusiness
developmentforThe
HarvestCompany,a
leadingfreshfruitand
vegetablemarketer
specialisinginvalue
chainmanagementand
thecommercialisation
ofnewproductsthat
havesignificantpoint-of-
differencewithaconsumer
benefit.

TomgraduatedfromBond
UniversitywithaBachelor
ofEconomicsin1992.

SteveCraig
KatherineNT

Sponsor:DAFF,Indigenous
LeaderScholarship

SteveistheStation
ManagerofMistake
CreekStationinthe
NorthernTerritory.Heis
aBoardMemberofthe
NorthernTerritoryPastoral
LandsBoard,Katherine
PastoralIndustryAdvisory
Committee.

SteveisalsoanExecutive
CommitteeMemberof
theVictoriaRiverDistrict
ConservationAssociation
andCommitteememberof
theKununurraBushman’s
RodeoAssociation.

JimDonaldson
CanberraACT

Sponsor:DAFF,
DepartmentalScholarship

Jimisapolicyadviser
andanalystinthefield
ofnaturalresource
management,agriculture,
forestryandthe
environment.Heis
currentlythemanagerof
theScience,Information
andVegetationSection
oftheNaturalResource
ManagementBusiness
UnitofDepartmentof
AgricultureFisheriesand
Forestry.

JimhasaMastersinPublic
Policy,isapastChairof
CampbellPrimarySchool
Boardandisamemberof
theExecutiveoftheACT
DivisionoftheInstituteof
ForestersofAustralia.

DavidFreudenberger
CanberraACT

Sponsor:CSIRO,Senior
ScientistScholarship

Davidisaresearchscientist
andgroupleaderinthe
AgriculturalLandscapes
ProgramofCSIRO
SustainableEcosystems.
DavidhasaPhDin
animalnutritionfrom
theUniversityofNew
England,Armidale,NSW.
Hisresearchisaimedat
reducingtheenvironmental
impactofagriculture.David
workscloselywithLandcare
groupsandGreening
Australia.

Davidisaco-projectleader
withintheCSIROWaterfor
HealthyCountryFlagship
Program.

HelenGeard
TeaTreeTAS

Sponsor:Australian
WoolInnovation,Wool
InnovationScholarship

HelenisaLandcare
Facilitatorwiththe
SouthernMidlands
LandcareOffice.She
workswithwoolgrowers
andpropertymanagers
onnaturalresource
managementissues.

HelenisPresidentof
theTasmanianLandcare
Association,aboard
memberofGreening
Australia(Tasmania),a
memberoftheTasmanian
NaturalResource
ManagementCouncil.
HelenholdsaBachelor
ofArts(ITandPublic
Administration)anda
GraduateDiplomaof
EnvironmentalStudies.

MarkGooley
NorthGeelongVIC

Sponsor:FishingR&
DCorporation,Fishing
LeadersScholarship

MarkisGeneralManager
ofAustrimiSeafood’sbased
outofGeelong,Victoria.
PriortojoiningAustrimiin
1989Markspent12months
ofintensivetrainingliving
andworkingwithinthe
seafoodindustryinJapan.

Markisalsoadirectorof
G-ForceRecruitmentin
Geelong,establishedto
providepathwaysforthe
youthoftheregiontogain
accesstotraineeshipsand
apprenticeships.Markhas
representedhisindustry
onvariousboardsthrough
thepast15yearssuchas
SeafoodIndustryVictoria,
SeafoodExportConsultative
Committee,Geelong
SeafoodIndustryTaskforce
andPrimeSafe.

AlanGoodwin
BendigoVIC

Sponsor:Deptof
Sustainabilityand
Environment–Vic,
DepartmentalScholarship

AlanGoodwinisthe
EmergencyResponse
ManagerfortheNorth
WestRegionofVictoria
withtheDepartment
ofSustainabilityand
Environment.Hehas
occupiedthepositionfor
thelast12monthsafter
5yearsinTasmaniainthe
forestindustry.Alanhas
aDiplomainEngineering.
Alanisamemberof
theStateGovernment
FireTeamandassociate
memberoftheStateFire
AdvisoryBoard.

LouiseHouse
WatherooWA

Sponsor:GrainsR&D
Corporation,GrainsLeader
Scholarship

Louiseisapartnerina
familyfarm,primarily
wheat,canolaandsheep
production.Louisehas
beeninvolvedinmany
localorganisations
largelyineducation
andculturalpursuits
withastrongemphasis
oncommunication
development.

AnOccupational
Therapistbyprofession,
sheispassionateabout
communicatingthe
realitiesofruralissuesand
enhancingopportunitiesto
excel.Louisehasaspecial
interestinthewheat
industryandisamember
oftheManagingDirector’s
RoundtableofGrowers.

GraemKelly
RobinvaleVIC

Sponsor:RuralIndustries
R&DCorporation,
CommunityLeader
Scholarship

GraemistheCEO/Director
ofNursingatRobinvale
DistrictHealthServicesand
iscurrentlyontheBoardof
LowerMurrayWater.He
isamemberofAustralian
CollegeofHealthService
Executives,Australian
InstituteofManagement,
AustralianInstitute
ofCertifiedDirectors,
Robinvale/EustonRotary
ClubandRobinvaleEuston
ActionCommunityTeam.

Graemactivelyengages
incommunitybuilding
activities.

HeholdsaBachelorof
AppliedScienceand
GraduateDiplomaofRural
Health.

BenMarini
WaterfordWA

Sponsor:WestpacBanking
Corporation,Westpac
BankingScholarship

BenisaRegionalManager
forWestpacRegional
BankingDivision,based
inPerth.

Hehasspent25years
withWestpacandnow
managesanetworkofboth
BusinessandAgribusiness
RelationshipManagers
locatedthroughout
RegionalWA.

Hehasrecentlycompleted
theLeadershipConsortium
CertificateatTheAustralian
InstituteofManagement
andhasundertaken
numerouscoursesrelated
toagriculture.

TimMcauliffe
BairnsdaleVIC
Sponsor:Horticulture
Australia/Vegco,
HorticultureLeaders
Scholarship

TimisNational
ProcurementManagerfor
HarvestFreshCuts/Vegco.
Tim’sroleistodevelop
thesupplychaintodeliver
newexperiencestotoday’s
consumer.Thisroleinvolves
facilitatingchangewithin
thecompanysupplybase
throughleadershipand
cooperation.

Timisinvolvedwiththe
EastGippslandInstitute
ofHorticultureandthe
MonashUniversitySchool
ofRuralHealth.

TimholdsaBachelor
ofAppliedScience
(Horticulture).

MikeNolan
DripstoneNSW

Sponsor:CSIRO,Indigenous
NRMLeaderScholarship

MikeisaDirectorof
GundabookaConsultancy.
Hehasbasedhispersonal
andprofessionallife
aroundhisobligationsand
responsibilitiestohisfamily,
‘country’andhisculture.
Mikeisaproudmanwho
stronglyidentifieswithhis
Mothers(Barkindji)and
Fathers(Wiradjuri)nations.

ThosethatknowMikehave
witnessedhiscommitment
andpassiontoincrease
respectforhiscommunities
andforthenaturaland
culturalheritagevalueson
whichwealldepend.

PaulO’brien
WarrnamboolVIC

Paulisamemberofthe
VictoriaPoliceForceand
hasbeenforthepast20
years.Hecurrentlyholds
therankofInspectorand
managesapproximately
100personnelat
Warrnamboolonthe
South-Westcoastof
Victoria.

PaulholdsaDegreein
BusinessManagement,a
DiplomainTrainingand
AssessmentSystemsand
aGraduateCertificatein
AppliedManagement.Paul
isanactivememberona
numberoflocalcommittees
andiscurrentlyaBoard
memberofCommunity
Connections.

AdrianPeake
Milton,BrisbaneQLD
Sponsor:DairyAustralia,
DairyLeadersScholarship

Adrianiscurrentlythe
CEOoftheQueensland
Dairyfarmers’Organisation
Ltdwhichispartofthe
StateandNationalFarmer’s
Federationnetwork.

Overthelastdecade
Adrianhasworkedasan
AgriculturalConsultant,
MinisterialAdvisor,as
wellasmaintaininga
directinvolvementinan
agriculturalenterprise.

AdrianholdsaBachelor
ofAgriculturalEconomics
withpostgraduatestudies
inaccountancyandrisk
management.Adrianalso
holdsanAICDDiploma
andisacertifiedHACCP
Practitioner.

EmmaRobinson
ChartersTowersQLD
Sponsor:DPIQLD,
DepartmentalScholaship

Emmaandherhusband
runabeefpropertysouth
ofChartersTowersand
alsoworksasafreelance
consultantspecialisingin
theareasofenvironmental
scanning,long-term
thinking,facilitationand
strategy.Sheholdsa
BachelorofAppliedScience
(RuralManagement),
aMastersofScience
(StrategicForesight)and
GraduateCertificates
inRuralExtensionand
TechnologyManagement.
EmmaisaDirectorof
AgforceCattleandrecently
completedtheAustralian
InstituteofCompany
Directorscourse.

PeterScott
LarrakeyahNT

Sponsor:Commonwealth
BankofAustralia,
CommonwealthBankof
AustraliaScholarship

PeteristheCommonwealth
Bank’sExecutiveManager
BusinessBankingforthe
NorthernTerritoryandEast
KimberleyRegion,WA.

Hehasover20years
bankingexperiencewith
muchofthistimespent
withCommercialandRural
Lending.

PeterisaFellowofthe
AustralianInstituteof
BankingandFinanceand
holdsprofessionalstatus
withtheNationalInstitute
ofAccountants.

JasonShearer-smith
ProstonQLD

Sponsor:AustralianLot
Feeders’Association,
IndustryLeaderScholarship

JasonistheManaging
DirectorofSmithfield
FeedlotPtyLtd,hisfamily’s
feedlot,grazingand
croppingenterprise.He
isalsoadirectorofthe
AustralianLotFeeders
Association.

Jasonhasbeeninvolved
intheindustryfor17
yearsandisinvolvedin
manyadvisorycommittees
relatingtothefeedlot
industryandwaterrights.
JasonwontheYoungLot
FeedersAchieversAwardin
1998andhascompleteda
BachelorofAppliedScience
inRuralTechnology.

ChristineFranklin
MountIsaQLD

Sponsor:Departmentof
HealthandAgeing,Rural
HealthScholarship

ChristineisaPsychologist
withtheNorth&Western
QueenslandPrimaryHealth
CareAssociation,aswell
asprovidingoutreach
clinicalservicestopeople
inWesternQueensland.
Christineiscurrently
managingaprojectaimed
atbuildingthehealth
servicecapacityofremote
communitiesthrough
educationandemployment
oflocalhealthpractitioners.
ChristineholdsaBachelor
ofBehaviouralScience,
aBachelorofPsychology
(Hons),aDiplomaof
Teachingandrecently
completedaGraduate
CertificateinRemote
Health.
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DrSteveClark
ExecutiveDirector
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Director-Programs
andDevelopment
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BrettWarren
MangroveMountainNSW
Sponsor:GrainsR&D
Corporation,Grains
IndustryLeadersScholarship

BrettisthePrincipalof
AdVantageAgadvising
adiverserangeof
agriculturalenterprises
ontheimplementation
ofbiologicalprinciplesto
achieve“BestPractice”
agriculture.Heisalsoa
DirectorandCo-Founderof
IQAg,abiologicalfertiliser
productionandmarketing
company.Brettholds
adegreeinVeterinary
Scienceandhasstudied
biologicalfarminghereand
intheUSA.

Brett’scommunity
involvementincludesrugby
coaching,refereeingand
officiatingatequestrian
events.

PeterWhite
SconeNSW
Sponsor:RuralPress
Limited,RuralPress
Scholarship

PeteristheManaging
DirectorofFinanceand
PlanningfortheBelltrees
GroupofCompanies.He
hasalsodevelopedproperty
managementprograms
forthecompanies’rural
propertysalesportfolio
andoperatesacommercial
tourism,accommodation
andtourenterprise.

PeterhasaDiplomaof
FarmManagementand
hasabackgroundof
AccountsManagementin
Advertising.

Peterisresponsiblefor
ensuringthelongevity
andviabilityofthehistoric
Belltreesproperty.

LeithWhittaker
PortLincolnSA

Sponsor:FishingR&
DCorporation,Fishing
LeadersScholarship

Leithisafishermanand
TunaFarmManagerfor
Tony’sTunaInternational
PtyLtd.Hehas12years
experienceintheindustry.
Leithisamemberof
TheAustralianTuna
BoatAssociationaswell
asamemberofthe
SouthAustralianPilchard
FishermansWorkingGroup.

SamanthaWilliams
AlbanyWA

Sponsor:RuralIndustriesR
&DCorporation,Women
inAgricultureScholarship

Samanthaisemployed
asaregionalofficer
withtheDepartmentof
IndigenousAffairs.Shesits
ontheBoardoftheAlbany
AboriginalCorporation
andWalitjAboriginal
Corporation.

Samanthaispassionate
aboutsocialjusticereforms
forIndigenouspeoplesand
isstronglysupportiveof
selfgovernanceandself
determinationwiththe
Indigenouscommunity.
Samanthaisanaccredited
trainerandintends
developingyouthleadership
andothercapacitybuilding
programs.

JasonStrong
AlbionQLD
Sponsor:MeatandLivestock
Australia,MeatIndustry
LeadersScholarship

JasonisSalesand
MarketingManagerfor
GeneticSolutionsbased
atAlbioninQLD.Genetic
Solutionsspecialisesin
thedevelopmentand
commercialisationofDNA
basedproductsandservices.

PriortojoiningGenetic
SolutionsJasonwas
Manager,MSAGrading
ServicesfromJuly1995.

Jason’sotherindustry
experienceincludesofficer
bearerpositionswith
theCattlemen’sUnions,
youtheducationincluding
theIntercollegiateMeats
JudgingAssociationandas
adirectoroftheAustralian
BeefIndustryFoundation.
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