
GeoffAkers
TallygaroopnaVIC

Sponsor:DairyR&D
Corporation

ThePatrickRowley
LeadershipAward

Geoffistheowner/
managerofafamilydairy
farmatTallygaroopnain
NorthernVictoria.Geoff
istheChairoftheMurray
DairyBoard,aCentral
CouncilloroftheUnited
DairyFarmersofVictoria
andsitsontheBoard
oftheNationalDairy
Alliance.Atalocallevel
heisPresidentofthe
SheppartonandDistrict
TennisAssociationInc.
GeoffhasaBachelor
ofAppliedScience
(Agriculture).

CecilyAndersen
KingaroyQLD

Sponsor:Education
Queensland

CecilyisExecutiveDirector
ofSchoolsfortheSouth
Burnettregionbasedin
Kingaroy.Sheisinvolved
indevelopingwomen’s
networksandbeginning
Principal’s.Cecilyhasa
stronginterestinbuilding
thecapacityofindividuals
andworkswithAboriginal,
TorresStraitandSouth
SeaIslandergroupsand
QueenslandHealthto
deliverhealth,welfare
andeducationinschool
communities.
ShehasaBachelorof
EducationandGraduate
DiplomasinLinguists,
SpecialEducation,and
ATSIstudies.

PhilipArmytage
WeeWaaNSW

Sponsor:CottonR&D
Corporation

Philipisemployedby
CottonGrowersServices,
andisbasedinWeeWaa,
NorthWestNSW.His
roleinthecompanyas
DevelopmentManager
involvescommercialisation
ofnewtechnologies
suchasbiotechnology,
cropdiagnostics,and
conventionalchemistry.He
isamemberoftheCotton
ConsultantsAssociation
andhasheldaposition
ontheassociationas
adirectorforthelast
threeyears.Philiphasa
BachelorofAppliedScience
(Agriculture)fromCharles
SturtUniversity.

DebbieBorden
WatchemVIC

Sponsor:AustralianPork
Limited

DebbieisaCo-Director
oftwofamilyowned
businesses“Lynbardeen,”
specialisinginthesupply
ofbreedingstocktothe
porkindustryand“Trev’s
Harvesting”acontract
harvestbusiness.Debbie
servesontheVFFPig
Council,VFFgeneral
councilandhasbeen
activeinthepigindustry
atbothastateand
nationallevel.Debbie
hasaDiplomaofApplied
ScienceinNursingandis
abreastfeedingcounsellor
forNursingMothersof
Australia.

DominicCalabro
BairnsdaleVIC

Sponsor:Horticulture
Australia/VegcoPtyLtd

DominicisNational
ProcessOwnerofPeople
andCultureatHarvest
Freshcuts/Vegco.Hehas
extensiveexperienceinthe
LocalGovernment,Health
andEducationsectors,and
privateindustry.Dominic
isresponsibleforthe
developmentofpeople
managementsystemsand
workplaceculture.Heisa
memberoftheAustralian
HumanResourceInstitute
andtheGippslandFood
Industrygroup.Dominic
holdsabachelordegree
inSocialWorkanda
GraduateDiplomain
BusinessManagement.

JonCobden
ColeamballyNSW

Sponsor:RuralIndustriesR
&DCorporation

CommunityServices
Scholarship

JonisBusiness
DevelopmentManager
forMIARuralServicesin
Griffith,NSW.Heisalso
anirrigationfarmerand
growerofrice,cereals,
oilseedsandsheep.Jon
iscurrentlyChairmanof
ColeamballyCommunity
Action,chairstheHealth
&AgedCareCommittee,
andsitsontheboard
ofthelocalChamberof
Commerce.Jonhasan
interestindeveloping
peopleandtherural
communitiesinwhichthey
live.HeholdsanAssociate
DiplomainAgriculture.

GregoryCramond
BasketRangeSA

Sponsor:PrimaryIndustry
andResourcesSouth
Australia

GregoryisNational
EvaluationManagerwith
theAustralianPomeFruit
ImprovementProgram.
Heismanagerof“Surrey
Orchards,”atreefruitand
grapevinefarm.Hewason
theBoardofAshtonCo-
operativeandisaformer
ChairoftheSAPomefruit
ImprovementCommittee.
HeispartoftheAdelaide
HillsIPMGroupandthe
BasketRangePrimary
SchoolManagement
Council.Hehasa
CertificateinAgriculture
fromUrrbraeAgricultural
HighSchool.

RobdeFégely
MelbourneVIC

Sponsor:RuralPress

Robisaforesterand
PrincipalofJaakkoPoyry
Consulting,aFinnish
managementconsulting
companythatprovides
advicetotheforest
industryglobally.He
managestheirforest
consultingoperationsin
Australiaandthroughout
theAsiaPacificregion.Rob
hasaMasterofScience
andisaBoardMemberof
theNewZealandForest
IndustryCouncilanda
FellowoftheAustralian
InstituteofCompany
Directors.Hecoaches
juniorfootballandhas
astronginterestinrural
development.

ChrisDoody
BallaratVIC

Sponsor:Telstra

ChrisisTelstraCountry
Wide’sGeneralManager
forSouthWestVictoria.
Hehasextensive
experienceinmanaging
thesales,serviceand
operationalareas
associatedwithproviding
telecommunications
atbotharegionaland
nationallevel.Chrisisalso
involvedinanumberof
organisationsincluding
beingontheBoardsofthe
BallaratTelecommunityand
theBallarat&DistrictLife
EducationCouncil.Chris
hasaGraduateDiplomaof
Management(Business).

JohnFoss
BruceRockWA

Sponsor:GrainsR&D
Corporation

JohnisaDirectorofhis
family’sfarmingcompany
‘Biami”,agrain,meatand
woolproducingoperation
intheWestAustralian
wheatbelt.Heisa
consultantwithMarketing
Edge,specialisinginsupply
chainmanagement,
qualityassuranceand
environmentalmanagement
programs.Heisthe
marketingandclient
servicesmanagerforEast
MundallaMerinos.Johnis
aNuffieldscholar,andhas
aBachelorofBusinessin
AgricultureandaGraduate
DiplomainMarketing.

StevenGill
PerthWA

Sponsor:FisheriesR&D
Corporation

StevenistheExecutive
DirectoroftheWestern
RockLobsterCouncilInc,
thepeakindustrybody
fortheLobsterFishing
IndustryinWestern
Australia.Heisthe
formerExecutiveOfficer
oftheNSWSeafood
IndustryCouncil.Steven
isagraduateofthefirst
SeafoodIndustryStrategic
LeadershipCourse.He
hasaBachelorofScience
withhonoursfromJames
CookUniversityofNorth
Queensland

RobertGray
BrisbaneQLD

Sponsor:Horticulture
Australia/TheHarvest
Company

RobertistheChief
OperatingOfficerfor
TheHarvestCompany,a
Brisbanebasedfreshfruit
andvegetablesupplychain
managementcompany.
TheHarvestCompany
specialisesinfresh
productssuchasseedless
watermelons,mangoes,
Shepardavocados,
Bethongagoldpineapples,
guaranteedsweet
stonefruit,rockmelons
andasparagus.Robert
hasaBachelor’sDegree
inAppliedScience(Rural
Management),anda
DiplomainExportManage-
mentfromtheUniversity
ofQueensland.

SuzieKidman
CoonawarraSA

Sponsor:NationalFarmers'
Federation/Telstra

TheJohnAllwright
MemorialScholarship

Suziemanagesthefarming
enterprisethataccompanies
thefamily’sviticultural
andwinemakingbusiness
inCoonawarra.Herfocus
isprimelambproduction,
withvealersandcropping
aswell.Sheisamemberof
theSAFarmersFederation
LivestockExecutiveanda
memberoftheSAMeat
ResidueCoordinating
Committee.Sheisthe
ChairmanoftheSouth
EastRegionalCountryArts
TrustBoardandaTrustee
ofCountryArtsSA.

RobinLogan
NarrabriNSW

Sponsor:Commonwealth
Dept.ofAgricultureFisheries
andForestryAustralia

RuralWomen’sScholarship

RobinistheBusiness
ManageroftheCotton
Research&Development
Corporation.Sheisalso
ChairoftheAustralian
CottonCentre,a2million
dollartourismproject
whichopenedinJuly
2002.Sheisalsoinvolved
inthefamilycottonand
grainfarmatNarrabriand
commercialcattlebreeding
atNundle.Robinhasa
BachelorofCommerce
degreeandaMastersof
BusinessAdministration.

MichaelLong
MelbourneVIC

Sponsor:AustralianWheat
BoardLimited

MichaelisGeneralManager,
InternationalSalesand
MarketingforAustralian
WheatBoardLimited.
Heisresponsibleforthe
marketingofAustralian
wheatinternationally.He
isChairmanoftheNational
DurumSteeringCommittee
andaCouncilmemberof
theLondonbasedGrain
AndFeedTradeAssociation
(GAFTA).Hehaslived
andworkedextensively
overseasinEurope,Middle
EastandAsia.Michael
hasaBachelorofScience
(U.N.E.)andaGraduate
DiplomainAgribusiness
(Monash).

MargaretMcKinnon
CanberraACT

Sponsor:Commonwealth
Dept.ofAgriculture,Fisheries
andForestryAustralia

MargaretisaGeneral
ManagerintheDepartment
ofAgriculture,Fisheriesand
Forestry(AFFA).Margaret
haspolicyresponsibilityfor
theHorticultureandWine
Industries,aswellasfood
integritysystems.Margaret
managestheNewIndustries
Developmentprogram,
whichaimstoaccelerate
effortstoimproveAustralia’s
performanceinthe
developmentandcommercial-
isationofnewagribusiness
products,servicesand
technologies.Shehasa
BachelorofArtsanda
MastersofManagement,
bothfromtheAustralian
NationalUniversity.

AndrewMonk
BeerburrumQLD

Sponsor:RuralIndustries
R&DCorporation

EmergingIndustries
Scholarship

AndrewisChiefExecutive
OfficerofBiologicalFarmers
ofAustralia-Australia's
largestorganiccertifierand
representativegrouping
ofinterestsinbiologically
orientedagriculture.He
andhispartnerownand
directCoolChain(Australia)
PtyLtd,whichisinvolved
inprimaryproductionof
vegetables,processingand
distribution.HehasaPhD
onsustainableagriculture
andtheorganicindustry
andisaQSAregistered
environmentalauditor.

MichaelMurray
DarlingtonPointNSW

Sponsor:RiceR&D
Committee

Michaelisamixed
irrigationfarmer,growing
arangeofcerealand
legumecrops,aswell
asproducingwool.He
isadelegatetothe
RicegrowersAssociation
ofAustraliaCentral
ExecutiveandChairsit’s
RuralAffairsCommittee.
Michaelisamemberof
theLowerMurrumbidgee
GroundwaterManagement
Committee,andisalsoa
memberoftheKondinin
OverviewGroup(Eastern).
HehasaBachelorofArts
majoringinEnglishand
agriculture.

ClairO’Brien
MatarankaNT

Sponsor:NewsLimited

ClairisaDirectorofher
family’sBrahmancattle
companythatleases
500sqkmsfromthe
NumulNumulAboriginal
Corporation.Withher
adultchildrenoperating
theproperty,Clairinvests
timeinotherleadership
rolesincludingLandcare
andtheNorthernTerritory
Cattlemen’sAssociation.
ClairisVicePresident
ofAustralianWomenin
Agricultureandestablished
theNorthernTerritory
referencegroupofAWiA
in1999.Shewasnamed
1998NorthernTerritory
RegionalTerritorian.

MichaelOwen
NorthStarNSW

Sponsor:GrainsR&D
Corporation

MichaelisaDirectorof
OwenEnterprises,adryland
grain,irrigationand
commercialcattleoperation.
HerunsaRiskManagement
AdvisoryServiceandan
EarthmovingCompany.
HeisamemberofThe
AustralianSecuritiesand
InvestmentCommission,
aCommitteememberof
BorderRiversFoodand
FibreandhislocalIrrigation
WaterAssociation.Michael
hasaDegreeinAgricultural
EconomicsandaGraduate
DiplomainAppliedFinance
andInvestment(Treasury
stream).

PeterRead
PortLincolnSA

Sponsor:NationalAustralia
Bank

PeteristheSenior
AgribusinessManager
fortheNationalAustralia
Bank,basedinPort
Lincoln,servicingbroad
acrefarmingbusinesses
throughouttheEyre
Peninsulaandfishing
industriesbasedinPort
Lincoln.Peterisamember
oftheEyreRegional
DevelopmentBoard
andholdsaBachelor
ofAppliedSciencein
Agriculture.

BarryRuddy
VictorHarborSA

Sponsor:Westpacbanking
corporation

BarryiscurrentlytheState
ManagerforWestpac’s
RegionalBankingDivision,
coveringallofRural
andRegionalSouth
Australia.Hehasbeen
inthefinanceindustry
for25yearsworkingin
countryNSWandSouth
Australia.Heisamember
ofWestpac’sNational
AgribusinessCouncil.Barry
isanaccreditedrugby
coach,andhasserved
ontheboardsofvarious
rugbyclubs.Barryholdsa
DiplomainManagement.

LynetteSeymour
BlackallQLD

Sponsor:Commonwealth
Dept.ofTransportand
RegionalServices

RegionalDevelopment
Scholarship

Lynetteisowner/director
ofSeymoursDepartment
Storeandthecurrent
Queenslandwinnerand
nationalfinalistforTelstra
BusinessWomenofthe
Year–WestpacBusiness
Ownerscategory.Sheisa
CouncillorontheBlackall
ShireCouncilandadirector
onRegionalAreaPlanning
andDevelopmentBoard
forWesternQueensland.
LynettehasaDipTeach,
BachelorofEducation
andGraduateDiplomain
EducationalAdministration.

JennyShaw
FremantleWA

Sponsor:FisheriesR&D
Corporation

JennyisaSeniorPolicy
OfficerintheFishandFish
HabitatProtectionprogram,
DepartmentofFisheriesin
WA.SheisaStateDirector
andontheNational
BoardoftheWomen’s
IndustryNetworkSeafood
Community.Jennyhas
workedinmarinerelated
areas,inGovernment
andindustryinboth
Australiaandoverseas.
ShehasaScienceDegree
inZoology(Honours),
DiplomaofEducationand
iscurrentlystudyingan
MBAinFisheriesResource
Management.

Auniqueopportunityforselectedruralandregionalleaderstoundertakeaprogramofpersonalgrowthanddevelop

theskills,knowledgeandnetworksneededtobeeffectiveinregional,state,nationalandinternationalarenas.

Comprising professional and personal leadership skills development, examination of key national and international

issuesandinteractionwithleadersingovernment,industryandthecommunity.
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JackSpeirs
CastertonVIC

Sponsor:Meatand
LivestockAustralia

Jackisathirdgeneration
farmerat“Satimer”in
WesternVictoriaproducing
FriesianBullbeef,stud
andcommercialfine
woolMerino’s.Jack,
acommitteemember
andpastchairofthe
SustainableGrazing
Systems(SGS)programis
currentlyimplementinga
mentoringprogramwith
SGS.Heisamentorfor
Agriculturalstudentsat
MelbourneUniversity.Jack
isonthemanagement
Committeeforthe
Bestwool2010program.
HehasaDiplomainFarm
Management.

SusiTegen
FurnerviaMillicentSA

Sponsor:Commonwealth
Dept.ofHealthandAgeing

RuralHealthScholarship

SusiistheCEOofthe
LimestoneCoastDivision
ofGeneralPractice.
Anadvocateforrural
communities,Susiserved
ontheSAFarmers
Federationintheareas
ofcommunityservices,
sub-committeeforrural
healthanddeputychair
ofFarmsafeSA.Shehas
servedonnumerous
regionalcommitteesand
isamentortogroupsand
individuals.Susihasa
BA(AdelUni),aGradDip
Edn.(UNE)andisworking
towardsanMBA.

RebekahTitko
PerthWA

Sponsor:Co-operativeBulk
HandlingLtd

RebekahistheManager
oftheMetroGrain
CentreofCo-operative
BulkHandling(WA).
Sheisresponsiblefor
thedevelopmentand
implementationofchange
tothefinancialpractices
withintheoperations
division.Rebekahhasa
BachelorofEconomics,
ownsandoperatesa
smallbusinessandisan
activememberoftheCo-
operativeBulkHandling
WomeninGrainCorp
andtheAustralianGrains
Institute.

HeatherTomlinson
CanberraACT

Sponsor:Commonwealth
Dept.ofAgriculture,Fisheries
andForestryAustralia

Heatherisasenior
policyadviserand
programmanagerwith
theCommonwealth
DepartmentofAgriculture,
FisheriesandForestry
(AFFA).Shehasdeveloped
andimplementedanumber
ofpoliciesandprograms
relatingtonatural
resourcemanagement,
structuraladjustment
andfarmwelfare,rural
communitydevelopment,
andindustryandtrade
matters.Heatherhashad
2yearsexperienceina
CommonwealthMinisterial
Office.SheholdsaBachelor
ofAgricultureEconomics
(Honours)fromUNE.

BrettTucker
BundabergQLD

Sponsor:Dept.ofPrimary
IndustriesQueensland

BrettisSeniorTrade
DevelopmentOfficerwith
QueenslandDepartmentof
PrimaryIndustries.Hehas
tertiaryqualificationsin
Marketing,FarmandRural
SystemsManagement.
Hiscorerolefocuses
onprovidingleadership
andteamdevelopment,
buildingenthusiasm,and
commitmenttowards
integrationofvaluechain
partnerships.Bretthas
contributedextensively
tomarketinggroup
developmentleadingto
increasedtradecapacities
ofthehorticulture,grain,
beefandprocessedfood
industries.

GlenWhittaker
WarrenNSW

Sponsor:NSWAgriculture

GlenisanIrrigation
Farmergrowingcotton,
wheatandfababeans
at“Wingfield”incentral
westNewSouthWales.
HeisChairmanofthe
MacquarieRiverFoodand
Fibreandamemberof
theMacquarieFloodplain
ManagementCommittee.
Heisalsoveryinvolved
intheMacquarieCotton
GrowersAssociationasa
growerandconsultant.
GlenhasaDiploma
ofAppliedScience
(Agriculture).

D I R E C T O R Y  C O U R S E  9  >  2 0 0 2 - 0 3

THESEMENANDWOMENARECOMMITTED TOSHARINGAVIS ION FORANDSHAPING THE FUTUREOFRURALANDREGIONALAUSTRALIA

leadership program

australianrural

DarrieaTurley
BrokenHillNSW

Sponsor:Commonwealth
Dept.ofTransportand
RegionalServices

LocalGovernmentScholarship

Darrieaisthecurrent
DeputyMayorofBroken
Hill.Sheisemployed
astheSexualHealth
CoordinatorfortheFar
WestAreaHealthService.
Shehasbeeninvolvedwith
variousRegional,Stateand
Nationalorganisations.
DarrieaisVicePresident
oftheAustralianLocal
GovernmentWomen’s
Association(NSW)and
afoundingmemberof
ImpotenceAustralia.Darriea
hasaBachelorofSocial
ScienceandaGraduate
DiplomainCounselling.

RobertWatson
DerbyWA

Sponsor:Commonwealth
Dept.ofAgriculture,Fisheries
andForestryAustralia

IndigenousLeadership
Scholarship

RobertisManagingDirector
ofMtAndersonStation,
acattlepropertyowned
bytheJarlmadanga
Community.Robertis
ViceChairpersonofthe
KimberleyAboriginal
PastoralistsAssociation;a
memberofthePastoralists
andGraziersAssociation
ofWAandisamemberfor
theWestKimberleyFire
andEmergencyServices.
HeisaformerChairperson
ofWanangNgiariAboriginal
ResourceAgencyand
formerDeputyChairofthe
ATSICRegionalCouncil.

POBox298DeakinWestACT2600
Phone:(02)62810680
Fax:(02)62854676
Email:info@arlp.net.au

Web:www.rural-leaders.com.au

Course9iskindlysponsoredby>

JohnQuantrill
ExecutiveDirector

RobPatrick
Director-Programsand

Development
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